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(which itself has to be kept de-ionised) storage pool, the intense gamma rays cause the water surrounding 
the Cobalt 60 source rack to emit an eerie blue glow that is quite pronounced, even in daylight.  
The cobalt 60 actually gets very hot, and one of the Australian irradiation plants once had a fire inside the 
plant chamber when the source rack became jammed and cardboard packaging ignited. 
 
It is the presence of ionised molecules - sometimes termed URP's (Unique Radiolitic Products) that are the 
markers found when a food is laboratory tested to confirm that it has been irradiated. Some of these are 
carcinogenic, as was confirmed in the earlier ANZFA/FSANZ report issued prior to the approval of 
irradiated mangoes. Consumers cannot take a laboratory with them when they go shopping. 
 
Having studied the process, and having inspected the irradiation plant, I do not wish to eat foods that have 
been totally artificially "processed" using this ionising radiation. Nor should any consumers in NZ have 
irradiated/nuked food unknowingly foisted on them. 
 
Consequently we fully support the need for clear mandatory labelling of all irradiated foods. 
 
It is clear that the industry does not want consumers to know if a food has been irradiated, as illustrated by 
the extremely tiny print size used on much of the irradiated mangoes. The letters that indicate irradiation 
are in some cases are no wider than the thickness of a paper clip wire, and often they are printed in a 
fainter colour than black. No doubt many consumers, who do not carry a magnifying glass, or think that the 
thumbnail sized coloured sticker on a food product is just a brand logo, would have unknowingly purchased 
and themselves and/or their families would have eaten some irradiated produce. 
 
Over recent years I have found irradiated mangoes, and recently irradiated tomatoes, on sale without any 
labelling or signage stating that they have been irradiated. The proof is often on the cartons, which 
sometimes I have to extract from their recycling bins. Although these breaches of the Food Regulations 
have been reported to the relevant authorities, and to the media, there has never been a prosecution. The 
recent tomato case was doubly disturbing, as the irradiated Australian tomatoes were on sale and labelled 
New Zealand tomatoes. I alerted Horticulture NZ, who through Tomatoes NZ, followed it up with MPI, but 
still there was no prosecution. 
 
I look forward to receiving confirmation of receipt and acceptance of this submission, and we would be 
grateful if you could please include us in your further information and mail outs. 
 
Regards, 
Bob Tait 
Co-director 
Friends of the Earth(NZ) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




