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Re: Submission for Application A1257 — Australian native bee honey

Summary
e AHBIC provides in principle support for the application from the ANBA.
e AHBIC agrees to amend the code to differentiate stingless bee honey from European bee
honey.
e The descriptor proposed could be misleading to consumers and should be called ‘stingless
bee honey’.

Introduction

The Australian Honey Bee Industry Council (AHBIC) is an independent, not for profit, national peak
industry body. AHBIC has been protecting and promoting the Australian Honey Bee and
Pollination industry for more than 23 years. AHBIC represents beekeepers and members of the
Australian beekeeping industry to all levels of government, private enterprise and the public.
AHBIC’'s member bodies include membership-based beekeeping groups from:

e All states of Australia

e Specialist Pollination groups

e Specialist Queen Bee Breeders

e Those who buy, package and market our honey

e Representatives of the expanding recreational beekeeping sector

The Australian Honey Bee industry is a strong and vibrant industry that generates $438 million in
farm gate value and contributes billions to greater agricultural sector through pollination services.
AHBIC is committed to maintaining a sustainable and prosperous industry through ensuring robust
biosecurity systems, functioning honey and pollination markets and an R,D&E framework that
enhances the industry.
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AHBIC supports, in principle, the application by the Australian Native Bee Association Inc. (ANBA)
to have the “honey” produced by Australian native stingless bees recognized with its own name.
This will differentiate stingless bee honey from honey bee honey and prevent consumer confusion.

As highlighted in the application describing and selling the product from stingless bees as “honey”
is in contravention of the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code definition of honey. Rather
than creating market confusion or modifying the FASANZ definition of honey AHBIC agrees that
products from the stingless bee should be given its own name under the Code thus distinguishing
it from honey produced by the genus Apis.

Defining stingless bee honey

The application notes there are around 1,600 species of native bees in Australia of which only 11,
from the genera Tetragonula and Austroplebeia, produce the “native bee honey”. The other
genera do not produce “honey” that is able to be harvested and sold.

It is also noted that in most cases the produce being asked to have the new name under the Code
is currently referred to as “honey from Australian native stingless bees”.

AHBIC questions if the proposed descriptor is appropriate. The descriptor of “native bee honey”
implies that it can come from any of the 1,600 species of native bees in Australia when in fact
there are only around 11 species that can produce this “honey”. It is noted on page 22 of the
application in relation to the requirements it says that native bee honey must be produced by
native stingless bees.

AHBIC submits that a more accurate name that will be true to type, fit the requirement in the
application and not have the potential to mislead the Australian public is “stingless bee honey” or
“native stingless bee honey”.






