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The legal and regulatory status of these techniques is currently under discussion in the EU, and the risk is that the 
techniques will be incorrectly designated as subject to GM-legislation due to misinformation. The NBT Platform 
aims to create clarity in this discussion by providing clear facts and legal argumentation, in order support the 
European Commission and Competent Authorities in forming a substantiated opinion on NBTs, and hopefully 
exempt these techniques from GM-legislation. 
  
The number of scientific studies on the subject of NBTs, among others, has led us to select New Zealand as a focus 
of our research efforts. A total of 13 countries will be covered by our research. 
  
Hopefully you can help us with the following questions, or direct us to the person(s) knowledgeable on this subject: 
  

1.    Has there been a decision made on the legal/regulatory status of the techniques listed below with regards 
to GM-legislation? If so, what has been decided; if not, is there an indication when this decision will be 
made and what the possible outcome will be? 

a.    Zinc-Finger Nuclease (ZFN) 1, 2 and 3 
b.    Oligo-Directed Mutagenesis (ODM) 
c.     Cisgenesis 
d.    RNA-directed DNA Methylation (RdDM) 
e.    Grafting 
f.     Reverse Breeding 
g.    Agro-infiltration 

2.    What legislation/regulation is applicable to crops/products (used for food/feed) resulting from NBTs 
classified as; 

a.    Not regulated (that is, non-GM)? 
b.    Currently under study? 

3.    Have there been any applications for the commercial use of crops/products resulting from any of the NBTs 
mentioned above?  

a.    If so, what is their status? 
b.    In case they have been granted permission, what is the nature of these products and when are 

they expected to enter the market? 
  
Thank you in advance. Since we are striving to complete the research as soon as possible, I hope to hear from you 
soon (preferably before the holidays, if possible). If you have any additional questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 




