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Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sports 

 
 
Return address: PO Box 20350 2500 EJ Den Haag   Visit Address: 
        Parnassuspein 5 
        2511 VX Den Haag 
EBI Food Safety        T 070-340-7911 
To: Mr Mark L. Offerhaus     F: 070-340-7834   
Chief Executive Officer        
Nieuwe Kanaal 7P        
6709PA Wageningen       Inquiries: 

Wieke Tas 
Jw.tas@minvws.nl 
T 070-340 6365 
 
Reference:  
VGP/VV 2943272 
Correspondence only to be directed to the 
return address with reference to date and 
Ref nr. Of this letter 

 
Date: July 14, 2009 
 
Regarding: bacteriophages 
 
Dear Mr. Offerhaus, 
Hereby I want to inform you about the application of bacteriophages against Listeria in the 
early stage of food production/processing of food stuffs such as for example cheese.  
Based on current insights in The Netherlands I consider the bacteriophages contained in the 
product Listex P100, used in abovementioned applications, to have no function in the final 
product. As such this product is viewed as a processing aid, and thus does not fall under the 
definition of additive as pursuant to the Directive on Food Concerning Food Additives. 
I hope to have informed you sufficiently herewith. 
 
With kind regards, 
 
 
 
The Director of Food, Health protection and Prevention 
Mrs. Drs. A.M.P. van Bolhuis  
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