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Standards Management Officer

Food Standards Australia New Zealand
PO Box 7186

Canberra BC ACT 2610

Dear Sir / Madam

Submission — Proposal P1014 — Primary Production and Processing Standard for Minor
Meat Species and Wild Game

Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission on the Call for Submissions for Proposal
P1014.

This submission provides technical advice and comments related to this issue. It was prepared
with advice the advice of officers from other relevant Queensland Government agencies. The
submission does not represent a Queensland Government position, which will be a matter for the
Queensland Government when notification is made by the FSANZ Board to the Legislative and
Governance Forum on Food Regulation.

In Queensland the safety of minor meat species and wild game products are currently regulated
primarily by Safe Food Production Queensland (SFPQ), with the Queensland Government
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (QDAFF), and Queensland Health also having a
role.

Safe Food Production Queensland comments

SFPQ supports in principle the development of a primary production and processing standard
(PPP Standard) for major and minor meat species that would enable industry and state regulators
to operate under a single, national set of requirements for all meat species and wild game.
However there are a number of issues which will require further consideration.

SFPQ currently regulate the meat industry through the Meat Food Safety Scheme (incorporated
into the Food Production (Safety) Regulation 2002), which references a range of Australian
Standards including AS4696 and AS4464. These Standards include animal welfare practices, as
well as food safety matters.

As the proposed Meat and Meat Products PPP Standard will have a food safety focus only, SFPQ
will not adopt the Standard until it is assured that the minimum regulatory provisions for animal
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welfare matters have been resolved. Without this matter being addressed SFPQ has strong
concerns over the potential regulatory gaps that may be created regarding non-food safety
matters with the development of national standards in the Code.

On a related matter, given that Australian Standards cannot be incorporated into the requirements
of the proposed Standard, SFPQ strongly recommends that references to the following Australian
Standards be included as editorial notes in the Standard for reference on how to comply with the
requirements of a PPP meat standard:

e AS4696 Hygienic production and transport of meat and meat products for human
consumption
AS4467 Hygienic production of crocodile meat for human consumption
AS4466 Hygienic production of rabbit meat for human consumption
AS5010 Hygienic production of ratite meat for human consumption
AS4464 Hygienic production of wild game meat for human consumption
AS5011 Hygienic production of natural casings for human consumption
AS5008 Hygienic rendering of animal products.

Queensland Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry comments

QDAFF also share concern that aspects of the Australia Standards, such as welfare requirements
(e.g. kangaroos to be head shot) and non-food safety issues (i.e. market access issues) need to
be addressed through other mechanisms because they would not be transposed to any new
standard under the Code.

The importance of drawing on the positive features of the existing systems and avoiding
unnecessary regulation costs to primary producers and processors need to be considered. That
is, QDAFF prefer arrangements that recognise industry voluntary best practice management
systems, rather than the imposition of mandatory regulation on-farm.

QDAFF noted the abovementioned Australian Standards are no longer subject to review and
updating.

The attached table provides some of the data requested in sections 3.2.1, 3.2.2 and 3.3.3 of the
Call for Submissions paper.

Queensland Health comments

Queensland Health is primarily responsible for investigating food-borne illness outbreaks,
conducting human health risk assessments, provision of advice concerning the suitability of
primary produce entering the food supply chain for human consumption, and overseeing and
administering the recall of food.

FSANZ needs to consider minimum requirements for traceability of minor meat specieis and wild
game products to assist with food borne illness investigations and the recall of food. Traceability
requirements may also assist with the investigation of the use of non-permitted agricultural
chemicals and chemical residue issues.
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