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Dear Standards Management Officer

Re: Submission on Proposal P1027 - Managing low-level Ag & Vet chemicals without
Maximum Residue Limits

CropLife Australia (CropLife) is the peak industry organisation representing the agricultural chemical and
biotechnology (plant science) sector in Australia. CropLife represents the innovators, developers,
manufacturers and formulators of chemical crop protection products and agricultural biotechnologies. The
plant science industry provides products to protect crops against pests, weeds and diseases, as well as
developing crop biotechnologies that are key to the nation’s agricultural productivity, sustainability and
food security. The plant science industry is worth more than $17.6 billion a year to the Australian economy
and directly employs thousands of people across the country. CropLife Australia is a member of the
industry’s international federation which is made of 91 national associations globally.

CropLife and its members are committed to world’s best practice stewardship of their products throughout
their lifecycle and to ensuring that human health, environment, security and trade issues associated with
agricultural chemical use in Australia are responsibly and sustainably managed. Our member companies
therefore have a particular interest in ensuring that residues of agricultural chemical products are
efficiently and effectively regulated.

CropLife notes that under current federal, state and territory governments’ food legislation there must be
no detectable agricultural chemical residue in a food commodity for which a MRL has not been set. This
zero tolerance approach makes the inadvertent presence of agricultural and veterinary (AgVet) chemical
residues resulting from legal use a non-compliance of the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code
(the Code). This is compounded by non-compliant residues in food being able to be identified more
readily because of improved sensitivity of analytical detection systems that can reliably quantify down to
parts per billion.

CropLife supports, in principle, the approach considered in Proposal P1027 (the Proposal) to manage the
presence of low-level residues of AgVet chemicals without specific MRLs by setting MRLs for ‘all other
foods’. The arguments in the Proposal for not proceeding with a default MRL are reasonable and a
risk-based approach, using assessment of a chemical’s short term and/or chronic dietary exposure to
confirm the level of risk. is appropriate. CropLife expects that the adoption of the Proposal would
significantly reduce the number of inquiries FSANZ receives regarding acceptable AgVet chemical
residues in imported food not listed in the Code, by removing the need to establish too many MRLs
specifically for import purposes.
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CroplLife is, however, concerned that the Proposal does not provide adequate information on how AgVet
chemicals requiring MRLs would be effectively identified and prioritised, or where the required information
to undertake the proposed risk assessments would be sourced. Any additional data requirements
requiring specific trials, particularly for generic AgVet chemicals, are unlikely to be conducted by
registrants due to time and cost implications. CropLife is also unaware of any unexpected AgVet
chemical residues that have been identified in food, and is therefore concerned that a reliance on
reporting of such would only result in its retrospective application. The Proposal needs to ensure the
prioritisation and risk assessment process is capable of identifying and setting appropriate MRLs for low
risk AgVet chemicals without a prior non-compliance having to occur. Further consideration is also
required on how export destination countries may respond if the Proposal was implemented, noting that
an expanded testing regime by importing countries may result.

CroplLife trusts that the above comments will assist FSANZ in delivering a process to effectively manage
the presence of low-level residues of agricultural and veterinary chemicals without specific MRLs, and
looks forward to continuing to work with FSANZ to ensure that the food system continues to recognise the
critical role that agricultural chemicals play in Australia’s food production system.

Please do not hesitate to contact CropLife’s Policy Manager, Agchem Regulation and Stewardship,
I should you require clarification in respect of this issue.





